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CommoiuDcaltl)  of   iHnssntliusctts. 


~1 


House  of  Representatives,  March  25,  1861. 

Ordered,  That  one  thousand  extra  copies  of  the  Governor's 
Message,  and  accompanying-  papers,  in  relation  to  certain 
memorials  of  the  ancestors  of  Washl^ngton,  with  the  R^rt  of 
the  Committee  upon  the  same,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
legislature. 

William  Stowe,  Clerk. 
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€oinmonwcaltl)  of  iBossncljusctt! 


Executive  Department,  CoBSCit  Chamber,  j 
Boston,  March  lo,  loo  1-      ) 

To  the  Honorable  House  of  Representatives .—     , 

I  bave  the  honor  to  present  to  the  Gonor.l  Court,  as  a^ft  to 
the  Commonwealth  of  Massaehusetts  from  one  of  its  e.t.zens, 
eertam  memorials  of  great  historic  interest.  ,p,...^ 

The  home  and  resting   place   of  the  ancestors  of   George 
Washington  were  until  recently  unvisitcd  "^  -f  "'^^       ^^ 
Americans.     In  the  genealogical  table,  appended  to  the  Lif.  of 
Washington  by  our    distinguished    fellow  c.t.zen    Mr    Jaied 
Sparks,  it  is  stated  that  Lawrence  Washington,  tbo  fatln^r 
John  Washington,  (who  en.igrated  to  Virgnna  m  ^0^^_ 
■  buried  at  Brin»ton  ;  but  though  both  Mr.  Sparks  and  Washing 
ton    rv.  S     -red  s'ulgrave,  an  earlier  home  of  the  Wash.ngtons 
neUher  of  these  learned  biographers  appear  by  theu-  works  to 
have  repaired  to  this  quiet  parish  in  Northamptonslure 

Our  fellow  citizen,  the  Hon.  Charles  Sumner,  on  a  lecen 
visit  to  England,  identified  certain  inscriptions  in    the  pan. 
church  of  Brington,  near  Althorp,  as  being  those  of  the  fatlu. 
and  uncle  of  John  Washington  the  emigrant  to  \  irgin.a,  .ho 
was  the  great  grandfather  of  the  father  of  his  country. 

Earl  Spencer,  the  proprietor  of  Althorp  so  "-«« ^>^  \  " 
as  an  eaily  advocate  of  parliamentary  reform,  -  S  '  "  ^^  '- 
quarry  from  which,  more  than  two  centuries  =>go-  ";;,';, 
tablets  ^vere  taken,  and  caused  others  to  be  made  ^l'":'"^ 
T^TfacsMles  of  the  originals.  These  he  has  present  d 
Mr.  Sumner,  who  has  expressed  the  desire  "jat  mem  .  J  ;0 
interesting  to  all  Americans,  may  be  placed  where  the)  ma) 
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seen  by  the  public,  and  has  authoiized  me  to  olTer  them  to  the 
CommonTvcalth,  if  it  be  pleasure  of  the  legislature  to  order 
them  to  be  preserved  in  some  ])ublic  part  of  the  State  House. 

i  send  with  this  a  letter  addressed  to  myself  by  the  learned 
historian  of  Washington,  bearing  testimony  to  the  great  inter- 
est of  these  memorials,  and  expressing  tlie  desire  that  they  may 
(Mr.  Sumner  assenting)  be  placed  in  the  capitol. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Sumner  to  Mr.  Sparks  also  accompanies 
this  Message,  describing  the  church  at  Brington,  and  some  of 
the  associations  which  cluster  around  the  resting-place  of  the 
ancestors  of  our  Washington. 

JOHN  A.  ANDREW. 
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MR.    SPARKS    TO    THE    GOVERNOR. 

Cambridge,  2-2d  February,  1861. 

Dear  S.V.-I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  l.ighly  intereslmg  letter 
from  Mr.  Charles  Sumner,  describing  tlie  cl.ureh  at  Bru.gton 
nea"   AUUorp,  in   Nortbamptonshire.      In   tins   church    ^.ere 
d  posited  the  remains  of  Lawrence  Washington,  who  was  tl 
father  of  John  and  Lawrence  Washington,  the  enugrants  to 
America,  and  who  was  therefore  the  last  Enghsh  ancestor  of 
Grr„    Washington.     A  copy  of  the  inscription  on  tl,e  stone 
wS  covers  the  grave  of  Lawrence  Washington,  and  also  o 
I^    her  inscription    over   the   grave   of   his    brother    Robert 
Wa  togton,   who  was  buried  in  the  same  church    are  g>ven 
with  cx^ctn  ss  in  Mr.  Sumner's  letter.     As  far  as  I  am  awa>e 
These  inscriptions  are  now  for  the  first  time  made  known  >n 

"'Tl^Eari  Spencer  has  sent  to  Mr.  Sumner  two  stones,  being 
from   the    same    quarry,   and    having    the    -»^     °™    ^^^ 
dimensions,  as  the  originals,  and  contaming  a  fac-sm,lc  of  the 
•  rriptions'.     It  has  been  suggested  that  these  atones  ought 
be  placed  in  the  State  Ilouse,  where  they  be  access  be  to  the 
public,  and  my.opinion  on   the   subject  basj,eeu  ^sk     •     A 
they  are  unquestionably  genuine  memoru>ls  of  the  ^\  •>^l"'-'"" 
flmiirand  possess  on  this  account  a  singular  histor.cal  >n  erest 
Tal:  imagine  that  a  more  appro,,riate  '^^^o^^^  ^^^_ 
could  be  made.     I  understand  that  Mr.  ^"»»^^    ™  ''  j'^, 
fully  assent  to  such  an  arrangement,  and  I  cannot  do'  "^     '- 
;"„r  excellency  will  be  well  inclined  to  take  such  mcasu.es 
may  effectually  aid  in  attaining  so  desirable  an  object. 

I  am,  sir, 

Ycry  respectfully  yours, 
'  JARED  SPARKS. 

His  Excellency  John  A.  Andrew, 

Governor  of  Massachusetts. 
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MB.    SUMNER    TO    MR.    SPARKS. 

Boston,  22d  November,  1860. 

My  Bear  Sir :— Since  our  last  conversation  the  Earl  Spencer 
has  kindly  sent  to  me  precise  copies  of  the  two  "  Memorial 
Stones,"  of  the  English  family  of  George  Washington,  which  I 
have  already  described  to  you  as  harmonizing  exactly  with  the 
pedi'Tree  which  has  the  sanction  of  your  authority.  These  are 
of  the  same  stone  and  of  the  same  size  with  the.  originals  and 
have  the  original  inscriptions— being  in  all  respects  facsimiles. 
They  will,  therefore,  give  you  an  exact  idea  of  these  most 
interesting  memorials  in  the  parish  church  of  Brington,  near 
Althorp,  in  Northamptonshire. 

The  largest  is  of  Lawrence  Washington,  the  father  of  John 
Washington,  who  emigrated  to  America.  It  is  a  slab  of  bluish 
grey  sandstone,  and  measures  five  feet  and  nine  inches  long  and 
two  feet  and  seven  inches  broad. 

Here  is  the  inscription : — 

HERE   LIETH    THE    BODI    OF  LAVREXCE 

WASHINGTOX   SONNE   AND    HEIRE    OF 

ROBERT    WASHINGTON    OF    SOVLGRAVE 

IN  THE  COUNTIE  OF  NORTHAMPTON 

ESQUIER  WHO  MARRIED  MARGARET 

THE  ELDEST  DAUGHTER  OF  WILLIAM 

BUTLER  OF  TEES  IN    THE  COUNTIE 

OF  SUSSEXE  ESQUIER,  WHO  HAD  ISSU 

BY  HER  8  SONNS  AND  9  DAUGUTERS 

WHICH  LAVREN'CE  DECESSED  THE  13 

OF  DECEMBER  A.  DNI  1G16. 

THOU  THAT  BY  CHANCE  OR  CHOYCE 

OF  THIS  HAST  SIGHT 

KKOW  LIFE  TO  DEATH   RESIGNES 

AS  DAYE    TO   NIGHT  ; 

BUT  AS  THE  SUNNS  RETORNE 

REVIVES  THE  DAY 

SO  CHRIST    SHALL  US 

THOUGH  TURNDE  TO  DUST  &  CLAY. 
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Above  the  inscription,  carved  in  the  stone,  are  the  arms  of 
the  Washingtons,  with    an    additional   quartering  of  another 

family.  /• 

The  other  is  of  Robert  Washington,  and  of  Elizabeth  his 
wife.  Robert  was  the  uncle  of  the  emigrant.  This  is  a  slab  of 
the  same  sandstone,  and  measures  three  feet  and  five  inches 
long,  and  two  feet  and  six  inches  l)road.  The  inscription  is  on 
a  small  brass  plate  set  into  the  stone,  and  is  as  follows  :— 

HERE  LIES  INTERRED  Y^  BODIES  OK  ELIZAB.  WASniNGTOX  WIDDOWE  WHO 
CHANGED  THIS  LIFE  FOR  IMOUTALITIE  Y^  19"  OF  MARCH  1022.  AS  ALSO 
Y=  BODY  OF  ROBERT  WASHINGTON  GENT.  HER  LATE  HUSBAND  SECOND 
SONNE  OF  ROBERT  WASHINGTON  OF  SOLGRAVE  IN  Y^  COUNTY  OF  NORTH. 
ESQ''.  WHO  DEFIED  THIS  LIFE  Y^  10^"  OF  MARCH  1G22.  AFTER  THEY  LIVED 
LOVINGLY  TOGETHER  MANY  YEARS  IN  THIS  PARISH.. 

On  a  separate  brass,  beneath  the  inscription,  are  the  arms  of 
the  Washingtons  without  any  addition.  These,  as  you  are  well 
aware,  have  the  combination  of  stars  and  stripes,  and  are  some- 
times supposed  to  liave  suggested  our  national  flag.  In  heraldic 
language,  there  are  bars  of  gules  and  argent  with  three  mullets 

or  stars.  -,   ^         i  r 

In  the  interesting  chapter  on  the  Origui  and  Genealogy  ot 
the  Washington  Family,  which  you  give  in  the  Appendix  to 
your  Life  of  Washington,  it  appears  that  Lawrence,  the  father 
of  the  emigrant,  died  13th  December,  and  was  buried  at  Brington 
15th  December,  lOlG.  But  the  genealogical  tables,  which  you 
followed,  gave  no  indication  of  the  locality  of  this  church.  Had 
it  appeared  that  it  was  the  parish  church  of  the  Spencer  Family 
in  Northamptonshire,  the  locality,  which  I  believe  has  not  been 
heretofore  known  in  our  country,  would  have   been  precisely 

fixed.  XTT  ,     •  4 

In  point  of  fact,  the  slab  which  covers  Lawrence  Washington 
is  in  the  chancel  of  the  church,  by  the  side  of  the  monuments 
of  the  Spencer  Family.  These  are  all  in  admirable  preserva- 
tion, with  full  length  effigies,  busts  or  other  sculptural  work, 
and'exhibit  an  interesting  and  connected  series  of  sepulchral 
memorials  from  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  to  the  present  time. 
Amoncr  tliem  is  a  monument  by  the  early  English  sculptor, 
Nichoras  Stone  ;  anotiier  by  Nollekins  from  a  design  by  Cipriani, 
and  another  by  Flaxman,  with  exquisitely  beautiful  personihca- 
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tions  of  Faith  and  Charity.     Beneath   repose  tlie   successive 

representatives  of  this  illustrious  family  which  has  added  to  its 

aristocratic  claims  by  services  to  the   State,  and  also  by  tJie 

unique  and  world-famous  library  collected  by  one  of  its  mem-    /  -r 

bers.     In  tliis  companionship  will  be  found   the  last   English  i 

ancestor  of  our  "Washington.  ■  ' 

The  other  slab,  covering  Robert,  the  uncle  of  the  emigrant, 
is  in  one  of  the  aisles  of  tlie  nave  where  it  is  scraped  by  the  feet 
of  all  who  pass.  .j 

The  parish  of  Brington  is  between  seven  and  eight  miles  from  i^' 

the  town  of  Northampton,  not  far  from  the  centre  of  England.  | 

It  is  written  in  Domesday  Book  "  Brinintone"  and  also  "  Brin- 
tone."  It  contains  about  2,210  acres,  of  which  about  1,490 
acres  belong  to  Earl  Spencer,  about  32G  acres  to  the  rector  in 
right  of  the  church,  and  about  130  acres  to  other  persons.  'The 
soil  is  in  general  a  dark  colored  loam  with  a  small  trace  of  clay 
towards  the  north.  Nearly  four-fifths  of  the  whole  is  pasture 
and  feeding  land. 

In  the  village  still  stands  the  house,  said  to  liave  been  occu- 
pied by  the  Washingtons  when  the  emigrant  brother  left  them. 
You  will  see  a  vignette  of  it  on  the  title-page  of  the  recent 
English  work,  entitled  Tlie  Washingtons.  Over  the  door  are 
carved  the  words,  "  The  Lord  giveth  ;  the  Lord  taketh  away. 
Blessed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord,"  while  the  Parish  Register 
gives  a  pathetic  commentary  by  showing  that,  in  the  very  year 
when  this  house  was  built,  a  child  had  been  born  and  another 
had  died  in  this  family. 

The  church,  originally  dedicated  to  the  Virgin,  stands  at  the 
north-east  angle  of  the  village,  and  consis'ts  of  an  embattled 
tower  with  five  bells,  a  nave,  north  and  south  aisles,  a  chancel, 
a  chapel,  and  a  modern  porch.  The  tower  is  Banked  by  but- 
tresses of  two  stages.  The  present  fabric  goes  back  in  its  origin 
to  the  beginning  of  the  14th  century,  nearly  two  hundred  years 
before  the  discovery  of  America.  The  chancel  and  chapel,  where 
repose  the  Spencers  and  Lawrence  Washington,  were  rebuilt  by 
Sir  John  Spencer,  the  purchaser  of  the  estate,  at  the  beginning 
of  the  IGth  century.  They  aflbrd  one  of  the  latest  specimens  of 
the  Tudor  style  of  architecture.  The  church  is  beautifully 
situated  on  the  summit  of  the  highest  ground  of  Brington,  and 
is  surrounded  by  a  stone  wall  flanked  on  the  inside  by  trees. 
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Dibdin  says  that  a  more  complete  picture  of  a  country  church- 
yard is  rarely  seen.  A  well-trimmed  walk  encircles  the  wiiolc 
of  the  interior,  while  the  fine  Gothic  windows  at  the  end  of  the 
chancel  fill  the  scene  with  picturesque  beauty. 

The  Register  of  the  Parish,  which  is  still  preserved,  com- 
mences in°15G0.  From  this  it  appears  that  Wm.  Proctor  was 
the  rector  from  1601  to  1027,  covering  the  period  of  the  last  of 
the  Washingtons  there.     The  following  further  entries  occur 

relating  to  this  family  :—  .  :,  xttt  i    :.        r 

1616.     "  Mr.  Lawrence  Washington  was  buried  XV th  day  ol 

December." 

1620.     "  Mr.  Philip  Curtis  &  Mis  Amy  Washington  were 

married  August  8." 

1622.     "Mr.    Robert    Washingtou   was -buried'  March   ye 

11th."  .^  ,      .    , 

. "Mrs.    Elizabeth    Washington,    widow,    was    buried 

March  ye  20th." 

Of  one  of  the  ministers  in  this  church  we  have  an  interesting 
glimpse  in  Evelyn's  Memoirs,  (vol.  L,  p.  612,)  where  the  lol- 
lowino-  entry  will  be  found  under  date  of  July,  1688  :  "  Dr. 
Jeffryes,  the  minister  of  Althorp,  who  was  my  lord's  chaplain 
when  Ambassador  in  France,  preached  the  shortest  discourse  I 
ever  heard;  but  what  was  defective  in  the  amplitude  of  his 
sermon,  he  had  supplied  in  the  largeness  and  convenience  of 

the  parsonage  house." 

At  a  short  distance-less  than  a  mile-is  Althorp,  the  seat  ot 
the  Spencers,  surrounded  by  a  park  of  five  hundred  acres,  of 
which  one  of  the  gates  opens  near  the  church.  There  are  oak 
trees,  bordering  on  the  church-yard,  which  were  growing  at  the 
time  of  the  purchase  of  the  estate  in  the  reign  of  Henry  \  U. 
Evelyn  was  often  here  a  delighted  visitor.  On  one  occasion  he 
speaks  of  "  the  house  or  rather  palace  at  Althorp."  (Vol.  I.,  p. 
612  )  In  another  place  he  describes  it  as  "  placed  in  a  pretty 
open  bottom,  very  finely  watered  and  flanked  with  stately  woods 
and  groves  in  a  park."  (Vol.  L,  p.  451.)  .  Let  me  add  that 
there  is  an  engraving  of  Althorp  at  this  time,  by  the  younger 
Vosterman,  a  Dutch  artist.  , 

There  is  one  feature  of  the  park  which  excited  the  admira- 
tion of  Evelyn,  and  at  a  later  day  of  Mrs.  Jameson,  who  gives 
"to  it  some  beautiful  pages  in  her  Visits  and  Sketches  at  Home 
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and  Abroad.  It  is  the  record  of  the  time  when  diflcreiit  plan- 
tations of  trees  was  begun.  While  recommending  tins  practice 
in  his  St/lca^  Evelyn  remarks,  "  the  only  instance  I  know  of  the 
like  in  our  country,  is  in  the  park  at  Althorp."  There  are  six 
of  these  commemorative  stones.  Tlie  first  records  a  wood 
planted  by  Sir  John  Spencer,  in  15G7  and  1568 ;  the 
second,  a  wood  planted  by  Sir  John  Spencer,  son  of  the 
former,  in  1589 ;  the  third,  a  wood  planted  by  Robert  Lord 
Spencer,  in  1G02  and  1G03  ;  the  fourth,  a  wood  planted  by  Sir 
William  Spencer,  Knight  of  the  Bath,  afterwards  Lord  Spencer, 
in  1G24:.  The  latter  stone  is  ornamented  with  the  arms  of  the 
Spencers,  and  on  the  back  is  inscribed  "  Up  and  bee  doing  and 
God  will  prosper."  It  was  in  this  scenery  and  amidst  these 
associations  that  the  Washingtons  lived.  When,  the  emigrant 
left  in  1G5T,  these  woods  must  have  been  well-grown.  It  was 
not  long  afterwards  that  they  arrested  the  attention  of  Evelyn. 

The  Household  Books  at  Althorp  show  that  for  many  years 
the  Washingtons  were  frequent  guests  there.  The  hospitality 
of  this  seat  has  been  renowned.  Tlie  Queen  of  James  I.,  and 
the  Prince  Henry  on  their  way  to  London,  in  1G03,  were  wel- 
comed there  in  an  entertainment,  memorable  for  a  masque  from 
the  vigorous  muse  of  Ben  Jonson.  (Ben  Jonson's  Works,  vol. 
YI.,  p.  475.)  Charles  I.  was  at  Althorp,  in  1G4T,  when  he 
received  the  first  intelligence  of  the  approach  of  those  pursuers 
from  whom  he  never  escaped  until  his  life  had  been  laid  down 
upon  the  scaffold.  In  1G98,  King  William  was  there  for  a 
week,  and  according  to  Evelyn  was  "mightily  entertained." 
(Yol.  II.,  p.  50.)  At  least  one  of  the  members  of  this  family 
was  famous  for  hospitality  of  a  ditrerent  character.  Evelyn 
records  that  he  used  to  dine  with  the  Countess  of  Sunderland, 
— the  title  then  borne  by  the  Spencers, — "when  she  invited 
fire-eaters,  stone-caters,  and  opera-singers,  after  the  fashion  of 
the  day."     (Yol.  I.,  pp.  458,  483,  579.) 

The  family  was  early  and  constantly  associated  with  litera- 
ture ;  Spencer,  the  poet,  belonged  to  it,  and  to  one  of  its  mem- 
bers lie  has  dedicated  his  '•  Tears  of  the  Muses."  It  was  for 
Alice  Spencer  that  Milton  is  said  to  have  written  his  Arcades,  and 
Sir  John  Harrington  has  celebrated  her  memory  by  an  epigram. 
The  Sacharissa  of  Waller  was  the  Lady  Dorothy  Sidney,  wife 
of    the   first    Earl   of  Sunderland,    tlie    third    Lord    Spencer, 
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,vl,o  perished  nghlins  fer  King  Charles  I.  at  Newbury.  I  do 
not  dwell  on  the  othe;  assoeiations  of  a  later  day,  as  .ny  o bjeet 
"s  sinS  to  allude  to  those  .hieh  existed  iu  the  tune  of  the 

"""T^f  nohility  or  the  Speueevs  has  iee„  illustrated  and 
enrieh  d  the'troplues  of  Marlborough  ;  but  1. -l-t  t  o„. 
to  usider  the  Fairy  Queeu  as  the  most  pree.ous  je<vel  of  0, 
coronet."  Thus  ^vrote  Gibbon  in  his  me.uou-s,  and  all  must 
fir  he  beauty  of  the  passage.  Perhaps  it  is  not  too  much  o 
ry  that  this  Mobility  may  elahu  another  >>  -'-"-^  -j;  ,^ 

of  friendship  and  neighborhood  ..tl,  "-/"^'J- "P^^^^'  ,=  ™; 
I  cannot  doubt  that  hereafter  the  par.sh  <^'f^^^^'% 
will  be  often  visited  by  our  countrymen,  who  ^^  ill  look  vitn 
::"  rene!  upon   a   spot    so   closely  associated  w.th  Amertcan 

^'Ttrust  that  this  little  sketch,  suggested  by  what  I  saw  at 
Althorp  during  a  brief  visit  last  autumn,  will  not  seem  r.ele- 
tnt  iendes^mv  own  personal  impressions,  and  the  volumes 
auoted  I  lave  relied  upon  Dibdin's  Mies  AW.orp,a.,.,  so 
Tere'  i.  "  to  all  bibliographical  students,  and  especially  upon 
Ba he  .  s  Historv  of  Xorthamptoiishire,-one  of  those  magnifieent 
focaworfcs  which  illustrate  English  history-to  which  you  refer 
iryou.  Appendi..,  but  which  was  not  completed  till  sometime 
ifter  the  Life  of  Wasliington  appeared. 

Of  urse,  the  Memorial  Stones,  which  I  •>--•---,-» 
lord  «nencer,  are  of  much  historic  value,  and  I  think  that  I 
^  it  blTc  y  out  the  generous  idea  of  the  giver  by  taking 
c^e  t  the/are  permanently  placed  where  tliey  can  be  seen 
by  the  public  perhaps  at  the  State  House  near  Chant  s  beau- 
tfful  sta'tue  of  Waslii,is.oii,-if  this  should  be  agreeable  to  the 

Comraomvcaltli.  ,   ,    ,.  ^  ri..ov  civ 

Pray  pardon  this  long  letter,  and  believe  me,  my  dear  sii, 

with  mucli  regard, 

Ever  sincerely  yours,  - 

CHARLES  SUMNER. 


1 


:\ 


Jaked  Spauk?,  Esq. 
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€ommonu)caltl)  of  illassacljusctts. 


House  of  Representatives,  March  23, 1861. 


' 


The  Committee  on  the  State  House,  to  whom  was  j-eferrcd 
the  Message  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  presenting  to  the 
General  Court  as  a  gift  from  Hon.  Charles  Sumner,  certain 
memorials  of  Washington,  of  great  historic  interest,  report  that 
they  consider  it  a  matter  of  special  congratulation  that  the 
interesting  facts  concerning  the  Father  of  his  country,  contained 
in  the  papers  accompanying  the  message  should  liave  been  first 
made  known  to  us  by  a  citizen  of  Massachusetts,  and  deeming 
it  important  that  these  valuable  memorials  should  be  perma- 
nently preserved,  in  the  capitol  of  the  State,  they  report  the 
accompanying  Resolves. 

Per  order, 


R.  WARD. 


fim^m^nvfnm».unfn^mKf''^^r'f^^>niimirmm 


^ww!wy— ^^■s«WBW.    V  tm' 
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rASniXGTON  MEMORIALS.       plarch,  'CI 
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€ommomi3caltl)  of  itlassacliusctts. 

In  the  Ye.r  One  Thousand  Eight  Hnndred  and  Sizty-One. 

EESOLVES- 

In  relation  to  certain  Memorials  of  the  Ancestors  of  Washington. 

iJ..o..«/,Thatt,,ethanUsof^thegeno..|co«tbo-^ 

1  ,     TT        n^ovlr.^   ^limner,  101  ills  iiixeresiinc  '^" 
are  presented  to  Hon.  Chaile=  -j  "^'^^1'        memorial  tablets  in 

ancestoi-s  of  George  Waslungtou. 

:i::rsre%c:::i::.:;-e  rtLe  ooric'  \u. . ..  ^.a. 

house,  near  the  statue  of  Washington. 


? 


<v^ 


<  urc    r;  . 

,  aro   l-.Ti-i.-  :   t;-  i  .:'■ 
tho   *•  intlM>r"    ..' 

,  ili'ist    ))|  iir  ^uTOI.  , 

1;:   i:iiM«-iii.)ii. 

(Ii.ii,  iij»   I  J  will. 

I  litde  anilioiiliu  i 


J.*. 


J. 


I  I    A        \   !•<»  > 


M 


"WASHINGTONIA." 

aiLir.g:  a.  New  Mecca  for  American ! 
v      Pilgrims  in  Norihamptonshirc. 

'    It  is  frpntiCTifiv  ooutprdcd  lliat  ilie  ecdr- ; 

.fal  knoivlecl,o;e  persossed  by  travelled  Auieri-. 
cans  regariliiijj  our  many  ancient  institutions  : 
and  places  of  historic  interest  far  exceeds 
<bat  displayed  by  the  average  Britisher, 
!who5e  apathy  and  lack  of  patriotitiin  in  this  i 
j^articulur  direction  have  olteu  bcea  de-, 
J)lored.  i 

The  nan   from   Boston,  al'ov.-ing  himself  j 

-Jtist  one  mouth  in  which  to  take  in  Europe, 
svill  usually  know  more  aboi\t  Westminster 

■  Abbey  than  the  Londoner    boru    and    bred. 

-ilklany  reasons  have  been  advanced  in  support 
of  this  co!itention,    but.    liudoubtedly,  "the 

'primary  cause  is  the  coiuparativc  ahseiiro  in 
the  younger  country  ft!  siiuilar  ins'^itutions 
and  the  inherent  thirst  oi  its  people  lor  a 
thorough  l;nowlrd<je  rrsjjectin^  a  L'ud  having' 
fuch  clo.-.->  tics  ^villl  thoir  o^^'n.  It.  :.;  there- 
fore all  the  nioi'_-  r'.'ii'-'rkahle  to  reilct  t  that 
ithe  0U9  3pot  in  thi3  land  oi  ours  whicli  pos-j 

•eesses  (or  should  possess)  attractions  su£-- 
cieut  to  louder  it  a  veritable  Mecca  to  all 
patriotic  Aaicricaii  tourists  has,  heretofore, 
been  qu:te  nej;leeted  and  is  comparatively! 
Sinkaowu.  i 

V  AVhile  it  is  botli  flattering  and  sati?factory  | 


h     br;iii s     (it      I  ..qt 

«niP.iloi;i...il  Irr.o  ».v  t<-.i<.  •••.  I.,  i  ).| 

j  cipally   <it    tliv   r\h.ui»tivtf    bin"  n.  vt  it»i.  |.  .^j 

untnutlul  se.'^r.li  t,>r  tin..«!i  of  xU.-  pu-:'*} 

\"i    tho   tun    \  ir;,'iiiiH    rtii..'r«iit-i  -  t;  rt     f.»-.j 

!  f.awreiico  \\'<i>.iii!irilti     and  li:-,  w  !i'<>  \n\\>.  il.l 

!  lis.      From    liiU,    when    Sir    I-.iau    H-.  i:.U 

i  first  started  this  i'ltcrr^lns;  "pufalni-i  :\\  m,[ 

;  fjuiry.  up  to  1?,'  2,  wlitii  Mr.  Henry  !■  ."w  .t'l  .ij 

y,i>s  aldo  to  convert  hi ;  •"  il"    .y  of  idiMiti;>  "' 

.  inio  ii:i  indiaputablo  lai-l.  u-^  nuPHtior.i  «  i  u 

similar  iiuturo  have  excil<:i  keener  cnt.o.j 

versy  tlian  that  of  "th?  cr-.iilo  of  the  W.Mh- 

iu'j'tous."     And  it  nuty  L-tuciv  be  aiid"(l  innt 

mora  "authentic  Bolulious'^  ha«e  (cr'a.nly 

netjer  been  advanced  than  those  emU^ac4<iaai 


THE 

NEW  r.itca, 

NOV/ 

BEING 

PRFPARCD 

FOR 
AMERICAN 
TOURISTS  IN 
NORTHAMrTON' 
SHIRE, 


...  nL 


i^;.  iCJ^J^^i' 


^/rviii^ 


-l^ 


-^-  Si."  li 


\- 


V, 


.*  •*'^ 


T21U    WASHINOTO.N 


CHIRCH,    CREAT 


bULNGlO.N,    NOSTllA.M!'rOM>HII-l'. 


ifv  kno'.r  that  a  Ian;e  and  eTer-Increrisiujr  sum  i  tho  unrardlins  of  this  aLcicut  ur>l  L.i.ui  i-. 
oT  Amcrjiaii  nir.::^v  huds  Us  vay  annwuily    aMh  lii  i-rq".  •,  ,. 

into  Stralfnrd-.'ui-Avoi)  ;\'id  r.(h<M  rmtrca  of:  Itut,  <t,e  Old  ordor  i  lni.%'»'Hi  J  '  ^  '  '  '•' ,"^. 
Jiistoric  inlort-t  iuGt*Ml  Kritsiiu.  on.i  c.-idiujI  year  v.  U!  in  d  ll'"  «d'l  .Inu'l'  *'»  >'•  ^''•'>  ••, 
but  mjirvd  at  tho  almost  toUl  ubseuce  of .  Jir.-at  Urinxfou.  ^o^th^lnl't' n»uirc  <i»U*i<;»i 


j  so  uiui'i   1'.>  r.r.'.L;-   AniiTira  \\\oi.t  .-in."   is  (o-  i-r  I'lJinu  t!'<»  p.-n-ilc*  r-i"  tho  two  rmi','ruiit.H.  C 

liliivt.  (.•fl.i'Uis  <o  i'le  ''ii.ili'U  oi   many  u  dc-  Tiii  i    dIiJ-i'.isImujk  •!.    thiitche:!    'jiiiitii;ij.    ofjj 

!  vo^P'l  aii(.l  \vi::»!tliv  v-l'-rriiu.  ai''-;-'jt    fiatc.    v.a«    first    otcupi<>il     I);.'     llie;{ 

I     'J"li»?  i:\  itfcr  lia-;  reecully  hesQ  t.'ih'?n  up  hy  Wd.hiiigtojiS   in    J6fo.    wli?u,    alter   scrioua 

la  ri"*    .'V  <>v  iiidK.Mitial   men.  who,  r!iirin;jr  r^-vfriOM,    Lawrcm  e    Wasliintftnn,    tli?    then 

ftlu  au.ii  jachin';;  i<»»a«on,  p'lrijn--©  or^ranising  iri),n;ii;;  lord  <Jt  Siilqvavf  Manor,  sij.as  fit- 

|h  tones  of  coaeliiiig  tour;)  and  epeviai  ex-  toon  oiUcs  (i»striil.,  misr.ttp'l   wilU  lii.-'  wife 


(iM(l  f;MiiiIy  to   H'.iur^ton.     11; 

'    ■•    '  iii !  !  ■  i\-x.    ^v  hii  !i    w  .VI    in 


then  rc-*rrir?ii  j 

t'li-  i 


.1.1       I     '      •'^ 


cnrsions  to  Brinjtoa 
on  lines  sinii.ar  lo 
those  vlrearly  cm- 
'  l)loy»rl  ill  other  di- 
r»ctif  iM.  It  i.T  there- 
fore on'y  tair  loFur- 
ini'-.  i  that — at  any 
rat''  50  far  as  Ameri- 
caus  ar?  conc-ernr;'!--- 
the  Wi.^hingtn:i  tonr 
will  sonu  bi'CODic  h« 
popular  a-  t'.e 
Shakespeare  Lonr  to 
Stratford  -  0:1  -  At  or . 
in  and  aroun!  v.  iii(  \\ 
j.-laco  t!io  I'l'ptriLMd 
aro  calcnlatiy'.  to 
epeud  some  £,30,000 
•A  year. 

The  ai  fractions  rre 
j\lrno:it  identical,  tnr 
T.hilo  t'-t  >'t''atl'ord  v.e 
li'v.-^  Sfiakcspcare'a 
idiii'  ;!r.(i  Ami 
}'■•..!  jv\-ay'.-  col'.Ji'**, 
at  iJii!!,to.".  :ray  tjc* 
^ec•n,  iu  eM'"d  pr?- 
fcrvnii';^  run-crodf 
toiulj<  ot  luo  ^^  a.-<it- 
i:i!^'tou.-<  and  ^V::sb- 
L'lstou  fiouso,  vhere- 


W.»SHINGTON     liCt-Si:.    GiniVT    BRINGTON, 

JvORTKA.MI'TONSMIKi:. - 
dated  condition,  and,  to  coniinemoratc  ttie 
evenir,  placed  the  stone  which  is  stiil  lo  be 
uoeu  over  the  doorway  of  the  house,  nud 
vvj.ij.n  bears  tb*  i^iilowins  appropiiaia  iu- 
S'-Tiutioii:  — 


G^z^^^S  Q^"^^^  IL©/^© 


property.  From  1610  to'16?2  the 
was  occupied  "fv  }?oherf  Yra-hiagt 
his  wife  iiiizabeth.  who,  linviDU  no  c 
of  their  o.vn.  \\m\  adoptrij  Amy,  a  d. 
of  the  elder  hroiher  Lawrcn.c.  Upc 
decease,  iu  M.-rch  1622,  witliin  nine 
each  olhcr.  the  house  was  occupied  ' 
nephew,  tii«>  iicv.  Lawreiu  e  Was!' 
with  a. 3  fr»mil%-  of  livo  chi/.lren,  co 
of  three  daugiitors  and  two  ?oji?,  th 
being  tho  two  emigrants  who  sot 
N'irgrinia  in  1657. 

About  tiiis  time  so  close  a  frieiid- 
isfcd  helw?en  tlie  Spencers  and  i:ie 
ingtcn?  ai  to  jiis-tify  the  «uppositi( 
it  was  by  the  former's  special  desi 
the  simple  and  comparatively  small 
iii^ton  vault  in  .'^t.  Mary's,  l.'rreat  Hi 
should  actually  udioin  the  elal»or.- 
more  extensive  cuiusoleuui  o;  the  .Sj 


In  their  tribulations, .  v.-hi(di  lasted  fori 
inaiiv  veir.^.  thft  W.-.^hin-.jtoris  wrio  com- j 
forterl  a,;<l  j?re:»tly  assist-  I  by  the  Spencer^  ' 
01  Alrhiirti.  with  w-iom  tl.ey  cl-imed  blood; 
it:latiijn.-.liiV'.  a.ul  wiio.-e  do.-<.e>id.int  (,iii_tlio! 
jJiTson  (if  th»?  prc-i?'it  Karl  !?petKcr,  K.G.) 
still  owns   the    wholo   of    the  b  irrouail.ngj 


WASHINGTON'S    FOREBEARS. 

To  the  Editor  of  tlic  "Dailv  Mail." 

Perliapg  yon  will  pcriuifc  lao  to  conito^t  rlie  frtai-R- 
ment  th:it  Mr.  Waters  has  converted  Sir  I^aac 
Beard's  "theory  of  identity"  \oi  th".  Northainp- 
tonshiro  family  of  Washington  with  tWat  of  Wake- 
field, Virgioia)  "' into  an  indisputable  tact/'  There 
aro  Amcricaji  antiquaries  who  diiputa  M.r.  Watera'a 
COUclu^inD?. 

ilr.  Water?  docfi  not  provide  a  sciu''in'»  of  direrrt 
evidence  con:i?ftir;:  Uic.  NorthaTr.ptocshiro  family 
with  that  of  the  iliuitrious  hero  of  the  American. 
■Revolution.  My  o\ru  carefiil  rpsearches  provide 
BtT-ore  <>vid°nce' that  ho\h  iho  "Ua-hin.'f-on  family 
of  Virfrinia,  and  tliat  of  p.-t-ar-.i—the  latter 
ennobled  in  t^ie  early  part  of  the  la--t  century — 
Loth  or.srinaled  fror.i  tlia  district  in  Yorkshire  bd« 
twe.-^n  Wakeheid  and  Donca:-T>r. 

The  tombs  of  the  familr  may  be  found  in  tbfl 
beautiiul  church  of  St.  Lawrence,  AdTvick-le-Street. 
I  have  been  able  to  provide  link?  of  evidence  takes 
from  the  regi.ster3  of  this  church  alo'jg  with  trac- 
ings 01  the  tombs  for  the  American  Press,  and 
their  fiubliration  T.ill  b?  interesting,  as  showLnsr 
that  the  cia'.m.?  of  the  Yoiksbiro  hranrb  are  at, 
Ica.st  as  great  as  tho^o  nt  that  of  Noith.itnpion- 
Bhire.  1  believe  the  bulk  of  the  opinion  wiU.  h« 
in  favour  of  tho  foimer  as  the  family  from  tvhichi 
Georgo  Washmcjlon  ii  directly  des^ruded. 

B.  H.  Thttaits. 

29,  Great  Gsorge-streot,   S.W. 


